
We have done very well in Canada, Ontario and our community. Canadians have shown tremendous restraint and resolve. So far, we 

have flattened the curve. We have COVID cases at the hospital, but everyone is still with us, and we have not been overwhelmed by 

a surge of patients. We are prepared and remain in a state of readiness. 

Our frontline workers live with anxiety and stress everyday. Our hospital has taken important actions to mitigate the spread of the 

coronavirus. While wearing personal protective equipment (PPE), we question every person who comes into the hospital.  Although 

unnerving, this is for the safety of patients, staff, volunteers and visitors. We at Strathroy Middlesex General Hospital Foundation 

(SMGH Foundation) are all thankful for the dedication of our front-line healthcare professionals who are working countless hours 

to contain and reduce the impact of the coronavirus on our community.  

To prepare for the impact of the pandemic the hospital built new negative pressure rooms, requiring 10 new beds, 15 infusion 

pumps, another ventilator, 4 new cardiac monitors and 6 extra vital signs monitors. So far, through the generous support of the 

community we have been able to raise almost $189,000 for this equipment, but we still have a long way to go to fully fund all 

the necessities. These are extraordinary times and I am asking you to consider making a gift to help the Foundation fund vital 

equipment that the hospital, its physicians, and staff need to weather this pandemic.  

You may feel it is inappropriate to be asking for your financial support at this time, but the economy is having a negative effect on 

the Foundation and the Hospital as well. We estimate fundraising revenues will drop from between 20% to 40% over the next year, 

affecting our ability to support the needs of the Hospital. As you all know, the Ontario Government does not pay for new hospital 

equipment, the burden to fund those items falls solely on the Foundation and you, the donor. We want to be clear; we are not asking 

you to give what you can’t afford, but please keep us in mind as we all work together to get through these trying times. 

We continue to be overwhelmed and humbled by kindness and generosity. Recently one of the Foundation’s most generous donors 

reached out to us and offered to match any gift received to support the COVID-19 emergency fund.  Marilyn Buttery, who many of 

you will know, will be matching your contributions dollar for dollar, up to an extraordinary amount of $50,000! 

Every one of us has a role to play in the coming months; be kind, support your friends, family and neighbours, and continue to 

practise social distancing. I also ask that you reach out to our hospital heroes. We urge you to please add a note of encouragement 

for the front-line workers with your donation. 

Please donate today, or do as I do; join our monthly giving program where your gift can come off your credit card or bank account 

every month. You will be pleasantly surprised to see how monthly giving adds up over a year.

Let’s make a difference! 

COVID-19 is changing our lives, and the changes seem to happen by the hour. It makes 

me wonder what the “new normal” is going to look like. We are all starting to accept that 

the Corona virus will not really go away until we have a vaccine, and I want to reassure 

you that our healthcare staff is not going away either. Re-opening is the dominant global 

discussion, but there is agreement that we need to do it right; lives remain more important 

than dollars. We know that stay at home recommendations will be loosened over time, but 

people remain fearful. Social distancing will remain in place, even as we start to get back 

to work. Kudos to the Federal and Provincial governments; Prime Minister Trudeau and 

Premier Ford have shown true leadership and continue to place their trust in the science. 
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I am Marilyn Buttery & I 
will match your Donation!


